
 BUILDING WITH VISION: The Te Papanui 
Trust Community Youth Centre

 
By Marie Broderick
WHEN the youth of Papanui were asked at a 
Christchurch Council Meeting a little over 9 
years ago, what they would most like to see in 
their community, their response was for a 
place specifically for them, a place they could 
operate and call their own right down to the 
choice of decor, music and activities. 
     Now, many years on and after much 
involvement and hard work from the  
Christchurch City Council, the Papanui 
Baptist Church and the extreme generosity of 
the St Paul’s Anglican Church to donate the 
site, the dream and 
the vision became 
finally within 
reach.
     With the site 
and funding 
secured from the 
outstanding contri-
butions of local 
businesses and 
community mem-
bers, Whyte Con-
struction was 
approached to bring the vision to life.  With 
four offices, three meeting rooms, a large 
foyer and mezzanine, art room, recording 

studio, computer room and a towering indoor 
climbing wall among other things, it prom-
ised to be an impressive project and a real 
asset to the local community.  Whyte’s com-
mercial team worked closely with the Papanui 
Baptist Church to ensure the project fitted 
right into the budget they had painstakingly 
raised and got to work with the help of a 
tireless team of volunteers.  
      “The venture was always a dynamic 
challenge and seeing all the facets of work 
dovetail together was a rewarding experi-
ence.” says Foreman Ken Whyte.  “The 

Community Centre 
continues to be an 

amazing catalyst to community and youth 
development in Papanui and the wider com-
munity.”  
     In recognition of the council’s, church’s 
and communities outstanding vision and 
commitment, the project received the 
‘Supreme Award for Best Practice’ at the 
National Board Conference in 2005. 
     “There’s nothing like this anywhere in the 
country.” Ross Banbury, manager of the 
Papanui Youth Development Trust and man-
ager of the Papanui Youth Facility says.  “It’s 
a venue young people in Christchurch should 
get excited about”.  The end result he says 
goes to show “the power of dreams.”  
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The Indoor Rock Wall

Situated just 500 metres from the Papanui High School, the uniquely designed Youth Centre has 
become a haven and place of opportunity for young people in the community.  

Is Your Builder Qualified?
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You May Be Surprised 70% Of The Time

5 Great Reasons To 
Choose Whyte Construction

Fully quali�ed and trade certi�ed
You’re paying for a fully trade quali�ed 
and certi�ed builder - make sure you get 
one! Our team are fully accredited and 
certi�ed members of the Certi�ed 
Builders Association for New Zealand. 
We meet the highest industry standards 
so you don’t have to worry.

Stay on budget
Our professional estimating systems cover all 
building costs so you know exactly what to budget 
for before you start

Stress-free service
A personal project manager will oversee your 
project and keep in touch  with you every step of 
the way

Your time is precious
We respect your time is precious.  We’ll be on time 
for our appointments and completing your project.

A complete range of services 
This means we can look after everything for you, 
with no hassles (as we’ve being doing for 12 years). 
We o�er design and build services along with plan 
appraisal services. Whether for new homes, altera-
tions and additions, or property maintenance and 
landscaping, you’ll �nd we can complete your 
project and exceed your expectations.
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WHYTE CONSTRUCTION LTD

CALL 03 377 0173 • 95 Fitzgerald Ave, PO Box 27 - 259, Shirley, Christchurch

email: info@whyteconstruction.co.nz • www.whyteconstruction.co.nz

Hi, I’m David Whyte. 12 years ago I opened the doors of Whyte 
Construction with my wife Pam.  You may have seen some of our projects 
including The Te Papanui Trust Community Youth Centre, The Palms, 
West�eld Riccarton and numerous hotels and apartments around Christch-
urch. But 40% of our work is actually done building homes and completing 
renovations for people like you.  We found that our residential customers 
really appreciated the values that have made us so successful in the com-
mercial market. Values such as bringing their project in on time, on budget 
and always maintaining a strong work ethic with a ‘can do attitude.’  I’m 
proud to say we have a great team of fully certi�ed and trade quali�ed 
builders. Did you know that 70% of builders in New Zealand are not 
quali�ed? It’s not a risk you want to take.  So whatever project you have in 

mind, please give us a call - I know you will be as impressed with our attitude, service and 
commitment as the many clients who have come over to us and stayed. Thanks David

You’re Protected By Our Ten Year Comprehensive Guarantee
Our 10 year fully comprehensive guarantee (covering workmanship, building products and 
completion of your contract) ensures complete peace of mind and that you’re protected. 

SPECIAL LIMITED OFFER: Have you had plans drawn up that simply 
don’t �t in your budget? Don’t lose heart, we can help you redo your plans without 
sacri�cing the quality of your project. We have 7 thirty minute no obligation, prelimi-
nary consultations to give away valued at $147 . Call 03 377 0173 to book yours.

“Our experience 

will ensure 
the best result, 
guaranteed!”

– David Whyte


